





ACTION PLAN

toend
hunger

1

National laws to be put in place to enshrine every body’s right to food.

2

All countries need to invest in a welfare system so that no one goes hungry — actions such as mak-

ing sure that every child can have a free school meal are important steps towards this.

3

Give women more status and rights to feed their families. Investing in women’s education has been
identified as the single most powerful contribution to reducing malnutrition over a 35-year period.

4

Increase local production of food for local use

Support women farmers and producers. In developing countries, women grow 60-80% of the food
and yet they only own 1% of the land.

Adapt to climate change. Poor farmers are on the frontline of climate change and investment of
$US 67 million is needed to help them adapt

[

Regulation of transnational companies that produce or trade in food and crops — in particular na-
tional laws need to be strengthened to stop so-called ‘agribusinesses’ depriving poor people of their
access to land, water and seeds.

International trade laws need to be changed to protect poor farmers — and developing countries must
be allowed to increase their tariffs to protect the local production of staple foods

End targets and the production of bio-fuels

10

Speculation in international commodities futures markets — which includes wheat, maize, rice and
sugar — has resulted in a huge increase in the cost of food. Some way of protecting food prices
must be found so that poor people can still afford to eat.
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INDIA

Reclaming paddy
land in Kerala

After achieving human devel-
opment indices that approach
developed country standards,
people living on this verdant strip
of India facing the Arabian sea
are attempting a ‘back-to-basics’
return to paddy cultivation.

The Kerala government’s “’El-
lavarum Padathekku” (Everyone
to the paddy field) movement
seeks to rehabilitate rice cultiva-
tion, once the symbol of prosper-
ity in the state, and bring down the
bill for imports of the staple from
other parts of the country — now
standing at 800 million US dollars
annually.

Paddy cultivation in Kerala is
set in a unique, natural ecosystem,
bounded by coastal plains and
backwaters on one side and high
mountains of the Western Ghats
on the other.

Several factors have been cited
for the steady decline of paddy
cultivation in Kerala, starting
with high wages that resulted
from an increase in the bargain-
ing capacity of workers through
the formation of strong labour
unions and rule by communist
parties that implemented the
most successful land reforms in
the country.

Where Kerala had 900,000
hectares under paddy in 1970, it
now has no more than 250,000
ha. Consequently, rice production
dropped from 1.4 million tonnes
in 1970 to about 700,000 tonnes
against a demand of around four
million tonnes.
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